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New proposal will resfore over 1000
hectares of Flow Country peatland

HE Flow Couniry in Caithness and
Sutherland is the largest exponse
of blanket bog in Europe, covering
about 400,000 hectares, and is
of significant natural imporance.
In the late 1970s ond "B0s, many
thousand hectares of it was converied to
commercial lorestry due lo government
suppor af the time. The resulting
ploughing ond droinoge severely
modified the bog. The trees dried out the
peal and changed the habital - nof just
degrading the peatland but also severely
affecting local wildlife.
Under a proposal put forth by 55E,
in consultation with o number of key
stokehalders including the Scottish
Environment Protection Agency and
Scoffish Matural Heritoge, large sections
of the area will hove the trees removed
and water levels restored as part of the
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Strathy South site boundary.

development of the Strathy South wind
farm.

Tha Strathy South wind farm, located
opproximaotely 1 2km south of Strathy
villoge, s designed to sit in on area
currently blonketed by conifer forests. Of
the 1133-hectare plantation, the wind
farm will moke use of less than 100
hectares, and over 1000 heclares will be
restored to peatlond hobitots, Some of
the ariginal forest trocks ocross peatland
will also be removed.

The project will be ane of the largest
peotiond restoration projects under way
in the Flow Country and, alongside its
imporant role in restonng a vary large
aren of degroded peatland, it will offer a
wide ronge of odditional environmentol
ond local economic benelits.

Once the wind farm’s life cycle is over
it will be removed, enabling the final
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The Strathy South wind form is
an example of how wind form
development can not only create
renewable energy but also help
the local environment

phase of restorafion to be completed
With the current level of funding
availoble due to pressure on public

sector spending and other resources, il is

unlikely this area of Flow Country will be
restored within the timescole of the wind
farm’s operation.

The remaoval af unwanted conifer
plontations on sensilive peatland areos
of the Flow Country will odd many acres
of bog to full health. The potentiol retumn
of o thousand hectares of peatland ot
Strathy South included in the wind-farm
application would be o major step
change in the health of our grectest

desp peal bogs.

LTHOUGH there is new funding

being mode ovoilable for some

peotlond restoration, it is only o
very small fraction of what is neaded.
This is particularly the cose given that
other sources of funding, such os
agri-environment schemes and Scoftish
Matural Heritage gronts, are decreasing
and demands for conservation resources
are 30 greol,

The extent of forest planfation in the
Flow Country is estimoted at 60,000
hectares and, based on some estimates,
the cost of crop compernsation,
harvesfing and restorelion manogement
could amount 1o £E480 million

A significant amount of environmental
survey work has already been carried
out over the past 10 years, during
which fime 55E hos commissioned
comprehensive ecologicol, peat, bird
and other studies ond consulied with

MNatural habitat on the left next to an area of commerc

ial forest en

the right. This is one of the areas that will be restored as part of the

Strathy South project.

stakeholders fo ensure that o thorough
knowledge of the site’s charocteristics
underpins the Strathy South project
Owver 2400 pegt probes, for exaomple,
have been completed to inform the wind
farm's layout and restaration ph:ms

Taking into account the survey and
ather key concems, the Strathy South
proposal omounts to o substantial
environmental gain.

S5E project manager Nicki Small
said: “If hos been suggested recently,
mastly notably by the RSPB, thot the
Strathy South proposal is a threot to
the local wildlite which is why dinlogue
between all parties must continue
The foct remains that under lodoy's
Forestry Commission stondords the area
would never have been approved for

commercial forestry 30 we need to work
together lo restore this magnificent area
back fo its eriginal slole

*The Strothy South wind form presents
a praogmahc approach fo the occelerated
restarafion of the peatlands and is on
exaomple of how wind-farm development
can not anly creale renewoble energy
but also help the local environment,

“The global imporance of the
peatland haobitat in the Flow Couniry
as well as the imporionce of preventing
further deteriorotion of the carbon-rich
sails as port of the country’s response
to climote change should not be
underestimoled. The net goin from the
proposal brings significant benefits to
the envirgnment, nol fo mention the
Highlond economy.”



